Effects of atrial fibrillation and atrial flutter on the signal-averaged electrocardiogram.
In conclusion, atrial flutter can create significant errors in the automated time-domain analysis of the SAECG that are only apparent when the study is repeated in sinus rhythm, thus lowering the predictive accuracy of the technique in patients with atrial flutter. Atrial fibrillation rarely creates problems with time-domain analysis of the SAECG. These findings suggest that, unless the performance of a specific signal-averaging device has been evaluated in patients with atrial flutter and found to have acceptable error rates, patients with atrial flutter should not have SAECGs performed for postinfarction risk assessment.